Wednesday, May 31, 1989

San Francisre Cyrouicle

Bomb Scare'Tl?aced to'-l?""erform:mce Art

Canisters
Were Filled
With Plaster

By 1. [.. Pimsleur
Chrondcle St Wriler

A bomh seare that elased
the Great Highway for parl of
ithe Memorial Day weckend
wag traged last night to a wild
performance art™  show
staged Sunday night beneath
a South of Market freeway un-

derpass.

The shiw — produced by Sur-
vival Tiesearch Laboratories of
San Francisco— included anact in
which huge parbage hags filled
with realistic-looking black pow-
der canisters were sealtered
among an avdience of about 2,500
people who paid $8 8 teket
watch the late-night performance
in = parking lot near Third and
Harrizon streets,

Survival Research Labarato-
ries is a performance art produc
thon company, founded by a group
of engineers, welders and artists
who stage machine destruction
derbies and do special effects for
mavies, rock conceris- xnd music
Videos,

Omnei: critic called Them “Fran-
kensteln in a shop class.”

Authorities initially were bai-
fled by the source of three bomb-
like objects found Monday along
(kcean Beach in San Franciseo and
Iwo more devices discovered in
the old Battery Spencer area of
the Marin Headlands,

The stretch of Ocesn Beach
and the Great Highway between
Lin¢oln Way and Sloat Boulevard
was closed for most of Monday
evening while suthorities search-
ed on horseback and on foot for
maore bombe.

(me more canister turned up
vesterday on Ocean Beach and

ET AMGCHAEL MALSRET, THE CHROMACLE

Police bomb squad technicians inspected a fake bomb found under Interstate 80 at Third Street

B AGCHAT SADDNTY, THE CRBORACLE

Close up of o foke bomb, identical to the enes found Menday

on us, we don't know how far he'll
£0,” warned U5 Park Service Po-
lice Bergeant Jerry MeCarthy.

MeCarthy described the de-
vices a5 the size of lerge square
lantern batteries, aboot five inch:
&5 high and three inches wide, ol
bve green with yellow lettering
sating: “High Explosive — %
pound of THT.*

three others were foond near -

where the show was staged.
"If somebady's playving a joke

Smaller letters warned “Dan-
cerous, high explosive — for
front-line demalition onby, Not 1o

be used for general blasting. Do
not use underground or in enclas-
il spaces.”

As it turned out, the canisters
actually were filled with [oose
plaster of Paris, "But they looked
like the real thing. like Army ord-
nance canblers,” said MceCarthy,

While 1.5, Park Police puz-
zled over the source of the devices
and the FBI began an Investiga-
tigm, Survival Research Laborato-
ries security soures sald last night
that the nine canisters found in

San Franciscs and Marin were
part of a batch of about 100 sched-
aled to be used in & spectacular
gimmick that wenl awry ai the
Sunday night show.

“The fake bombs were sup-
posad 0 have been hodsted in 30
gallon trash bags by a big remote-
controlled crampe with an elettro-
magnetic plate attached Lo the bot-
tom of the Hft,” said one source
“But nstéad, the bags burst and
scatiered the canisters in the mid-
dle of the parking lot.

When the show was over, a
bunch of people scrambled all
over themselves 1o pick up the de-
vices. | saw one guy stulf about a
dozen of them under his shirt and
then come back for more.™

It was not the first time that
Survival HResearch Laboratories
hesded by performence artist
Mark Pauline, had staged a show
that had repercussions.

Last year, SHL. produced a
show in the parking lot oulside
Mew York's Shea Stadium in
which the climax featured explod-
ing bivmbe that threw photocopied
20 bilks that flnsted dewn on the
crowd like confett.

Weaks later, people were gtfll
trying e cash the bills all over
Mew York,




BF STEVE BMIMA R TR CHARNCLE

Twa San Francisco police officers inspected one of the devices found on Ocean Beach

Prankster Suspected

Fake Bombs Planted on Beach

By Dean Congbalay
Chronlele Sl Writer

Authorities believe a pramk-
ster may have planted five
bombe-like objects this weelkend
along Occan Beach in San Fran.
ciseo and in the Marin head-
lands,

The discoveries prompled po-
lice to close a 2%-mile siretch of the
Gzreat Hiphway for much of yester-
day evening before investigators
decided that the devices were not
actually bombs but canisters of plas-
ter of Paris, :

Three of the inert devices were
found yesierday on Ovean Beach,
off the Great Highway near Jarvis
Streat, police said. Two more were
discoverod yesterday in the Head-
lands, p

San Franciseo police were toy-
ing Lo figure out last night whether
the discoveries were connected to o
Friday night explosion slong Oeean
Brach.

The streteh of Ocean Beach and
the Great Highway, befween Lin-
coln Way and Sloat Boulevard for
much of yesterday , W
closed until almost & p.o. vesterday
a5 authorities searched on horse-
back and on foot for more bombs,

"Il somebody's playing a joke
on g we don't know how far he'll
go.” U.5. Park Police Sergeant Jerry
MeCarihy said. '

Nohnody was injured doring Fri-
day night’s bomb expiosion.

Yesterday's discoveries of ihe
devices on Orean Beach were at £
a0, 300 poan. and 635 poan., police
said, All were inert.

Despite the Memorial Dey holi-
day, the beach ares was nol crowd-
ed. A =trong wind apparently dis-
couraged visitors.

The firsl two devices were
found by a security officer for Sea.
wall Construction, which is bullding
& =eawall and parking lot in the ar-
a3, podice said, .

The first one found yesterday
morning was at first belicved to be
made of dvnamite, suthorities said.
The second device was found on the
floor board of a construction crane,
aulhorities said.

Sunset  District residepi Sal
Guange =aid he was walking his
mixed-breed “terrier, Amaretbo,
elong the beach when he saw the

third bomb on the sand near (ke
=urf,

He at-first thought the shiny,
fourinchdong ohjoct was trash that
had washed ashore, He lieked it
over and saw the word “dynamite”
om it, he said.

4
“And 1hen all the alarms went
ﬁ'{:!f In my mind,” he said, causing
i 1o eall the police,
Authoritins have received mo
! bomb threats and have no fde who
cotld have placed the devices along
the beaches, McCarthy said:
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San Francisco Art Institute
800 Chestnut Street
San Francisco, CA 94133-2299
. (415) 771-7020
3 December, 1990

Mark Pauline
1458 San Bruno Avenue

San Francisco, California
94110

Dear Mark:

For a couple of months I have thought about whether to write this
letter and, ultimately, I decided that I should, if for no other
reason than simply to go on the record.

My specific concern is with S.R.L. posters which always seem to
become glued to our building in large quantities around the time
of your events. Twice in recent months, and once over a year
ago, we had to divert time and effort to get them off the build-
ing. The cost now runs about $400 to $500 per incident to remove
the posters and to repair or repaint the building.

Being a school strapped for money, I can think of much more
productive things to do with our $1,200 to $1,500. I should add
that my concern is not with the content of your message, only
with the fact that we pay for your free advertising. To put it
another way, I would only like to "shoot the messenger" in this
case.

I suspect your answer (as in Grace Cathedral) will be that you
didn’'t authorize these acts and therefore accept no direct
responsibility for them. Given some of your methodology, I am
not sure I am prepared to automatically accept such a statement.
Nevertheless, I will.

However, I would feel a lot better about that answer if I thought
you cared to accept any responsibility for ensuring that your
posters are installed so as to not damage property and to not
necessitate the spending of significant amounts of money for
their removal. But, again, my sense of your work ("in certain
instances theft is a moral obligation") tells me that that is
wishful thinking on my part.

Given all of this, you can imagine my frustration. I suppose the
final comment I have on this situation is that each time this
happens, an increasingly larger group of people becomes increas-
ingly disinclined to pay any attention to what are otherwise
gquite important and meaningful messages coming out of S.R.L.

i(g %EL‘ “‘/
ﬁ iam O. Barrett

President
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March 13, 1990

Jonathan 5. Loavine

SRL Electronics

Survival Research Laboratories
1458-C San Bruno Ava.

San Francisco, CA 94110

Dear Mr. Levine,

I am in receipt of your SRL press kit and tape. After
reviewing the materials, I must say I am repulsed by the
activitiea SRL engages in the pame of art, and am
particularly disgusted by your abuse of animala. My fellow
management concurs with this feeling, and in no way do we
wish ACCEL Technolegies or any of our products to be
associated with SRL or your activities.

It i= sad to think that the electro-mechanical expertise
that your group cbvicusly enjoys 1s wasted on exercises with
no cbvious redeeming value. This knowledge could be
utilized in solving the world’s technological problems, such
as energy conservation, third world communications, and
environmental pollution.

Sincerely,

Wl

Faymond J. Schnorr
Vice President, Marketing
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vidulLIfumnmn'lmghpmpinwnwmmpay
kel for it = by listening in great enough numbers to attract
; adyertsars — then there's no jusification for a station
wexis i
Choice is ths key, You and I have a choice about
: whﬂuhﬁmtnlmunwmuﬂc:uﬁmmumk
:tu&nnurmnﬂl:uuﬁun.smaminnmwi:hw
stations and newspapass. If you don't like this néwspa-
.ynuaimpl}rdnn'tmditmddnn'lmmlufynu
dnn':iit:puhii:mdin.ynunﬂlparfmit
ﬂ':hldﬂnnuﬂlﬂﬁlwchawmpl}*furpuw-:mdm
whnﬂmrwmml;gnm.hnﬂfsmmdhm-
Ing o have to pa le'who are 50 opposad 1o
what you h-sﬂmrln. Fg:nhl:mn:c, back when the war
in Ni wuuiuhi;ht.h'Pquvumm_ihawnr

Nicaraguan villags in the background):
Pu'?ﬂmthduyhuw?ﬂhmdﬁm
Today, 12 more people were killed inr fierce fighting
between the 1.8, backsd imperialist pig rebels and tha
peace-loving agrarian reformer Sandinistas, The war.
mongers in the Reagan administration have brought -
Such fearto this village that one can scarcely. go any-
whane withoul sseing atrocities committad by rebel
bz ; forces. The govemment of Daniel Ortega tixs con-
rﬁmmﬂhmm“hmdurdnn'nh."
- ﬂtll'.‘.
P The people who producs these programs have polid-
K cal agendas that they pursue with ruthless aggressive-
ness. Opposing views e seldom, if ever, permined.
; Emﬁﬂummmmmﬁrmmm

Just a couple of “Lt“m' one of their regular lib-

" erals commenied on lleged raciem of the 7.5,

government is declaring 2 day National Watsrmelon
Dray.or some sucl. Sha taid that the day coincided
with something called “Jimeteenth Day,” which was
supposed o be the day that soma slaves in Texas found
out that they had been froed, She said it wag a big deal
mmong blacks, but I'd never heard of it. To someons
with a Fﬂmm palitical agenda and g pamanoid
mind, | guess it may lock like a sonspiracy bere o be
racist To the rest of us, it's straining at gnats,

[ dom't wamt i have 1o pay for people like (hass, But
that's what happens when we allow govemment (o use
tax money for whatever it pleases. It's (ime 10 take
control of our money back.

Until wa do that, you and [ wil] keep paying for
s0meons 0 do serious reports aboug glorified damaoli-
tion derbics that someone has decided to call art.

David McEiroy Is generas manager ol The
Clanton Advartiser.

R Lo — T T Y By @
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to reason,

T0:  Mr. MARK PAULINE, Director of Survival Ressarch Laboratories |
FROM: A CONCERMED CHRIST FOLLOWER
RE:  YOUR SOUL, or AT LEAST YOUR SENSE OF ETHICS

Jesus teaches us to forgive and not cast stonss, Dut your sp-called
pranks have hurt good people in this country. I feel I must speak to you
in a letter to explain, because I cannot control my anger and cutrage at
your attitude. 1T first wanted to write:

You are an evildeer. God shall pumish you for the evil you have
comnitted. Your sins may be forgiven by lenient modern s0-callad
christians, but your blasphemy is remembered by the Lord. Your
deeds mark you as damned. :

But that is Old-Testament harangue. I think you might respond better

e L A e B . — T e R e ST - e T it ke T R R e e L P

I hava friends in the art community, and the Joke araund town is
that you spread the tear gas at our peaceful gathering at alloweea, and
that you spray painted the "Ki11 the Christian® messages on the sidewalk,
and that you are one of the people talking of burning our holy Book, the
Bible. Well, maybe that's art, and maybe people who are so hurt inside
that they must Jash out at others will enjoy such sophomoric stunts. I have
heard that you are a lot more creative than these pitiful, dell, pointless
stabs, but you're a long way from to proving it. But even these things
did not prompt me to write; the following did:

I heard from a friend at the Fire Department that you are suspected

of firing your supersonic rocket engine on October 17, just after 5 p.m.
Ok, it could be cute, and boys like rockets, But the 911 lines far the
Mission were tied up for more than half an hour with --re than 150 calls
from friﬁhtened people, including older people who couidn't help thenselves
out of their homes, and children who did not know hgw g reach their
arents. So the 911 Tines were tied up, and what i # gomcone had had a

cart attack and could not get through? Would that not make you at Teast

an accessory to mamslaughter? ODoes that weigh on your conscience at all?
Who deserves to die for your amusement? :

I am so angry right now, that I am glad you are not within reach.

In the past ['ve seen and heard you do and say somg stupid, risky things.
But when you cross the line to stupid and homicidal, Mark, I am filled
With horror at what you've become,

I know I can't change you, and Christ's ideas and love might not change
you, but I can hope that YOU decide tg change before you do even worse
thinm *o human beings.

&
You're wot going to find out whoe T am. I'1] just watch, go on with n
life, and contact you from time to time with what [ hope are reasanahle
responses .to your actions,

Pleaze think about it,

FAX 70 SRL: 10/9p



.1+ publicaceess cable television in'14
<., cities, said the one episode was pat

oo ong of our best showa™ ) o dyzey
o~ o+ The. show came into question
;0o during a series of meetings of the
-~ Beottsdale Cable Commission, -
.+ Whosa members are in the midst of
v Bssesming the responsibilities- that
“o .5, Unitad,Cable of Seottsdale- hag to
¢ public-access television, .. o

<y o animal sequence has been shown on..
* cable in Glendale and Scottsdale. '

oo will ke shown on Valley - eabla
oo Eystems because, the program's it" Riggs said. "Something like you.
So- Lo preducer  gaid, :

7 -ngainst it is not worth jecpardizing “ “*She gaid- that s~ group of
© o020 ber other programming. .. - g o “'performanee . artista” -in San
2273 really don't need to be dropped ©* Francsico calling, themselves Sur. ;
s & 1o from cable over this one program,” Vival Research. Labortories did the
T “m..ﬂ.n.m_.ww Rigys, production coordina- simulated mutilitation. ™, .. e
sy ., .ﬂq&ﬁu?ﬂuﬁwﬁl AA Eﬁnﬂmﬂiﬂﬂiﬂhﬂrﬁﬁsﬂzﬁﬁ.g.ﬁ

d h '
AR not mutilating animala SET “Tha -
. -0+ Riggs, who produces s serjes af machines are. menancingloaking,

- alternativemusic programs called oo

EXTRA 1ES-B__THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1

Animal-mutilation show |
dropped from cable TV

By CHRISTIA GIBBONS e LA seane in which it appears that

The Aitions Ragueac ATe s ._ﬂu.muﬂ ia being stabbed and ripped -
~A public-access TV show depict- | apart by a. machine, “is really -
ing animal mutilation no longer: “performance art" that LT
“sheep carcaes that had no guta to

8- recent:. outery ' peson a meat hook, real generic” .

said on Feb. 18, * ;.Jﬁmu n

but some don't do much.” o
. They make the machines pretty
much to please themsalves for art
_and vides." . Pl
» The animal mutilation is: one
‘10-minute segmant. that’is part of

Bohemia Afterdark, which is en

of- high' quelity and “cartainly not

one 30minuts program in'a series
of mﬁ:ﬁ%ﬁ she gaid; " " -
> Biggs said her group promotes
.Buﬂ_ﬁnw and then Wﬁ.qﬁwmﬁnﬂ
and uses bils froey these concerts in -
‘Bohemia Afterdark. The program
e Al uses musiovideo clips from -
- Several of the commissioners *prominent™ record companies, 'pg
have' asked that the citys legal well aa oiirtodm videos, oooi o
department look into how this type ‘In addition-to Seottsdale, Glen-
of program can be regulated in  dale &nd Phoenix,” the series has
light of the First Amendment been or ia being is shown on
rights of fre speech. ¢+~ public-access television in Albany,
In response to complaints from N.Y.. Albuquerque, NM.: Anchor-
members of the Animal Protection, _Age, Alacka; Capitol mm_m.._mbﬁ. Md; _
Institute of America, Riggs pointed Detroit; Bl Segunda, if; Mem-
out that no live animal was muti- phis; Milwaukee; San Diego; San
lated during the show, Locally, the: -Franciseo; and Tuceon, T P
"i-The series firt appedred in.3]
"Phoenix two yearsaga, -5t - b

e Rt Sl —

OPrrosd MABAZINE
AN FES TSSUE

P n...“mﬁ_.. T
ke M X
bt " = ..:u R e A

BOHEMIA AFTERDARK This cable aceess show, based in Phoenix, has
widened its material a lot. The four shows they sent were well pul logether
. and [un to watch, There was a four-part serialized special on The Damned,
“| a3 well as videos by Black Flag {~Drin king and Driving™ and the -
Minulermen (" Ain'i Talking Aboul Love™. Thers was a live performance
by Fishhone icourtesy ATV) and quite a few live performances by lesser
known bands as well, Their Dada-vision segments range from the banal to

M cisetirnveed on fr 4

“_h U Dl o-'"vIpe©Eeo covitivrensd frem g O

_ ! .
‘the brilliant, the laiter being a homemade biker zom bie movie thar was jusi

‘marvelous. B.A.D. iy how being seen in 12 cities, [ Madern Media, ¢/ o
_.n-.r__q Riggs; I3 E. ._.rE_.._E Rd,, Suite 208, Phoenix, AZ g3 B}
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Animal art from -animal artists

I am 15 years old and an ankmal
lover. The article on Aug. 15, "Arl
from the underground” made me
sick! ;

How can any decent human
being do such terrible things? Kill-
ing dogs and dragging them on a
bed of nails, with a large fan blow-
ing the fumes at the andience: Any
person- that. pays {o go see such
trash -they call "arl” must be as
mad as Mark Pauline, Eric Werner
and-Matt Heckert, the so-called
artists,

-1 persopally don't care to nead
such sick journalism and I'm sure
I'm mol-alone, Mext fime use your
tima mome wisely and print some-
thing more worthwhile. :

- Kelly Randail
San Juse
O
Oh my. What hawve we here? Yes,

 FOUL AR1
. Can anyone

its “Art from the underground”,
by Barbara MeIntosly zome fruly
rousing breakfast reading, T must
admit to choking briefly.on my
chesse Dapish while perusing this
litdle gem, -

O, to ponder the artistic signifi-
cance ‘'of shredded pigeons and
mechanized cat cadavers, while
slugging dowmn’a Little eoffes and
@, But far be it from me, a bour-
gedis Rodin' fan, o pass judgment
on sculpture from the subculture.

Anyway, they rated a- grant
from the government, 0 what the
heck, right? Wrong: Sorry, even the
visual approach falled to Impress
me. The putrified pdppy on page
20 was wasted on me.

But, let me for a moment :Lmn:u
gard the obvious objections that
such “art” is pérhaps acsthictically
offensive, that its content is possi-

in the Los Anpeles

 art commumnity tell me, or explain to

| anybady, why the 4th Street
Bridge was sprayed with caustic
Eas in order to keep people from
- viewing Survival Research Labo-
‘ratories’ kinetic-cum-junk per-
formance on Aug. 117

The perlormance was staged
within view fram a public bridge.

,  Anyone who chose to be on that
| © bridge had the fght to view any.-
. thing seen from that vantage. For

any “art” group to mark off public
space ke some dog or cat spraying
ils territary gesms both ludicrous,
7 ehort Hghted, and perhaps, even if
. ERL doe:zn't seem concerned, ille-

CRAIG20UTH

art director, Nervous Systems

Hedondo Beach

Jﬂpﬁﬂmaf.[..dﬂ‘.ﬁ' Los
..ingsl'.u: Confemporary Echibi-
nmJ.imhmhhomdﬂeSELﬂf-
j'u-rmanmmten:m said SRL did in

,g.‘ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁu‘ﬂyﬂ'fﬂﬂﬂtﬂmﬂn&ﬂﬁmﬂ
on h‘ﬂﬂlﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬂwmﬂl
fmmﬂngﬂﬂsmqmﬂﬂb:

i “hairt by projectiles. Ilnlpmyﬁm ;

bmdﬂignﬂ fo encouthye viewers
JPM“FI-MHMM

m‘fu

bly upselting to children, animal
lovers and the weak of stomach.
Dwpubtless, the Mercury MNews has
bean deluged with letiers to thess
effects,

Rather, 1 am dismayed that the
Mercury News has tried todpocs
this article off as investigative
- journalism. Barbara Melntpsh's -
sarcastic, cynically amused narra-
tive is less than subile, and. pro-
vides a thin veil for suech a sensa-
tiomal piece of tresh. This ‘sommy
gocial commentary would be wor-
thy of the National Enguirer, !

Well, enough. I'm just curious:
Did it never cocor fo the editor
that beside being In guestionable
taste, this topic might be a vaguely
unsuitable aocompaniment be one's
morning meal? g

_ Suzanme Hollis
Baratoga
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Artws, Reality in S.F.

’rTDR — Re: “Robot Ar
H.'nn: ~em Dead in L.A.": Kennoth
Bakir expresses o wish fo be en-
lightened os to the maqnmu. behind
“the sound of the crowd’; LLe., wh
is the public so foscingted mrﬁ

vielence, mechonical monsiers,
gle. ¥

My odvice — come visit m
neigh borhood [Haight-Fillmore dis-
trict, 'spesh Haight at Webster
streats) some Fndn;,r,-’Sumrdu}r
night. We'll give him some real

lively perfermance art, guaranteed

to leave a lasting irnprumnn
*j*_a:rhrr s right around the cor-

[} |
“ — KIMBERLY DAVIS
San Fronclico



