Lewiston, New York 14092

August 10, 1990

For immediate release

SURVIVAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES PERFORMANCE AT ARTPARK IS CANCELLED

Lewiston, NY. . . Artpark officials announced today that the performance by
Survival Research Laboratories, Mark Pauline, Artistic Director, scheduled for
September 1, has been cancelled because of changes recently introduced by the

artist.

Artpark President David P. Midland said he became aware of the artists' current
plans by accident on Monday and that these plans are different in essential
detail from the proposal discussed with the artist last February, which mainly
involved machine violence as a commentary on the post-industrial society. The
current proposal is being billed on the west coast as a bible burning. "This is
not the performance we contracted for," said Midland. He also added that "we do
not condone the burning of the bible or, in fact, any book. This is an abhorrent

act, even if symbolic."

Midland continued, "This project, which had been a collaboration with the Artpark
professional staff until now, has gone off in a very different direction. We
have lost confidence in the artist and his ability to work with us in a trusting
and collaborative manner. While Artpark does not shy away from controversy, this
is not what we expected, and we would take this action with any artist,

performing or visual, under similar circumstances."

Of equal concern to Artpark officials is a recent poster promoting the Artpark
performance, reportedly reproduced and distributed by Survival Research
Laboratories in California. The poster suggests that the public not only donate
bibles for the burning, but also that "Bibles can always be obtained for free
from Hotels, Church organizations, libraries, the Gideon Society, thrift stores
and your parents' house. Be advised that in certain instances theft is a moral

obligation."

In response to the poster, Midland said, "Under no circumstance would we be party

to an art project which suggests or encourages theft."

Since the inception of Artpark in 1974, it has been the philosophy and goal of
this institution to provide opportunities for a broad range of expression by
artists at this unique and innovative facility. During the ensuing 17 seasons,

Artpark has become widely known for the quality and diversity of its program.

= more =
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Artpark joins the fray
‘over controversial aris

“Show is canceled
f‘"because the artist
“Would burn Bibles

"{l‘f'he Assoclated Press
DI'BUFFALO — A state-funded
9.111-13 park announced yesterday it
3'0‘1‘1{13 canceled a performance sched-
’u_led for next month because the
artist planned to' burn Bibles on
.. ptage. ! )
I’;f A poster that the group Survival
Research Laboratories distributed

w
“In its hometown, San Francisco, “in- “What they're doing is anti-arts." EE E
““dicated that the performance was .They're censoring at the worst pos- 28 B
-.going to be about Bible-burning,”. sible time,” said Silverman, whose I =3

gaid David P. Midland, president of
wthe Earl W. Brydges Artpark in
Lewiston, 20 miles north of Buffalo.
“It also indicated that people
sshould go out and steal Bibles,”
idland said.

Arts funded an exhibition of homo-
erotic photographs by the late Rob-
ert Mapplethorpe and a work by
Andres Serrano that consisted of a
crucifix submerged in urine.

Under pressure from conservative -

members of Congress, the endow-
ment stopped funding works
deemed to be obscene or offensive
to religion.

Joy Silverman, associate director
of the National Campaign for Free-

dom of Expression, called on artists. -
to boycott Artpark because of the.

incident.

\ organization was formed in response
to the Mapplethorpe controversy.
“We can't allow our colleagues to
get away with this.” 2 3

MIDLAND SAID HIS decision
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any such activities, he said. '$r3%rr(1mw 1c park  receives e - 2 Q
kwd “The videotapes that 1 saw at the “;” A -"e“{i 3 " h id = §- & =
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-feaid. “They indicated ... that the onnl}ssue l}?, promoting the act o Sa=a m'EEE: - 8% q
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Zwhat they had done in the past.” Eon ohne.f ¢ _eht l"d lssl;(ue l? a g-'_u » P‘ggzg g §“’ =34
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gefounder and director, said the post- i tle p((;sber ?pplcdare i t']” ]1311}3;‘; y 2= KRB Ep B9 a8 -
£ier, headlined “Ever want to burn a fm .fia elm ?1]0uh IR AINIES SE . £ ab g% ze8e
f'}iible? How about thousands of Bj- [fom “hotels, church organizations, gp2 B8 5 =8 E':bg.a'&" :
bles in Lewiston, New York?” was libraries, cLlhe Gideon Soc:nelfy. tl'll"'lft “AE.O SEsES ﬁ%m' :2
wintended to be satirical. He said the 9"01593 [gn y%u; payenis: hiouse, g BES _Fg_ 8% t
‘.‘ ibles would have been only a small . Eﬁl 'ﬁe B?:' B'lglwasl??tt enggu.r‘ilifg- § : =4 ?_-Bﬁ Do rme A
¥inart of the Sept. 1 show. llng lsmth o ll'k 5s ll‘ 85‘1] e ~Z% ‘w= B8 _ % 28 m
; “We were nol putting a pile of mﬁe b ey r.e} s t?,“:i' d‘?? cakn i fa & E E‘fE’.E{-E-
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rentrap the machines in these Bi- them, ‘Are you sure you're ready to aeo™% gom®gs E 53 Q
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»« THE INCIDENT appeared cer-

nation's only state park devoted ex- -
clusively to the arts, receives about

txlain to fuel the controversy over
E‘,’govemment funding and censorship
t;-.:bfthe arts that began last year, after
E;ﬁfthe National Endowment for the

N

one-third of its $5.5 million annual
budget from the state. Most of the
rest comes through ticket sales, con-
cession sales and the like,




96

CARR

| YA Vol cE nw\i%

5
Survival Research Laboratories had never performed in
“micdle America™ before, and SEL director Mark Pauline
says he asked the Artpark people point-blank: “Do yvoue
know whal you're getiing into?® Apparently, they thouek
they did. Poauline says they even joked abow wanting to
“efir things up in Lewiston this surmmer.”

Mew York Bate's park deveted wo the arts {in Lewiston]
| loaks quite Tapglewoody in the brochures, Ome lonptime

observer—Ron Ehmke, the performuonee curator at Hall-
| walls in nearby Bulfalo—deseobed the wsual fare there as
..ﬂ.:___ﬁﬁ.m_ui storvtelling and crafis, 1 can®t describe what a
shock ot wis 19 see Survival Research on the schedule” An
durid of trunsgression and apocalypse surrounds the San
Francisco-hased proup. Theie “chorengeapbed situals of
destruction™ (as a press release once pul L) feature no
human performess, just mesacingly reimagined machines
built from industrial deteitus: o Sguare Whesl Car, a Sprin-
kler from Hell, & Flving Rocket Powered Shark. for exam-
ple, alone with missile lunchers and mechanical saldiers.
Femote-contralled by Pauling and crew from the sidelines,
they stalk, they careen, they spew fire, attacking jerry-buile
shanties, towers of glass, each other. Some incorporate, and
thus reamimate, animal carcasses. These machises kave
personalities, They seem the crude sisel manifeiation of
some brutal crask-and-burn impalss in the buman psyehe,
The carmage 15 tough secial satice, 1o which Pauling alwivs
attaches some enigmatic e, ke Exiremely Creel Prac-
tices: A Sevier of Bvenis Designed To Iesivwct Those Thier-
exted in Policier That Correct or Purizh,

Mo ome &l Aripark had seen a live show, but they'd seen
lapes, They scheduled SEL 1o pecfarm in a packing lo1
September 1 oafter a show by the Nylons, desernbed in the
propram 25 8 “zany, high-wire a capells wooal guarter”
Pauline. shipped 30 tons of machinery o Lewiston, 4nd
he'd come up with a very specific 1amget to confront: the
rebigious right,

“We pul cur anger anto the performances to confrant
people with their own worst fears.” Pauline onee said. So,
for the fundamentalists, he bl 3 glant—ond mebile—

I

On Edge c.car

Burning (Questions

viigina dentata, The base s an old metermatd carl. The tap
15 o metal female pelvis equipped with rosating stezl jaws
strong enough (o soap a teo-by-four in kalf, *We covered
the whole cutside with Bibles, like space shuitle tiles—a
carsel of relipious dogma. We were gaing 10 burn thase off
with a jet enpine—cleanse it with flame They alse
planned to desieoy a pyramid of huge photarealisr “modu-
lar babies,' and they were trying o get & howse (or &1 least
& facade) From Love Canal 1o “make a onddle-class family
setling.”

Pauline daesn't span oul a Jou af theory abouwt his work,
just kezps 1L simple: “We're trving 1o define indelibly the
times we're living 10" Times when fire and brimsione scar
the art world! Times when wears of an artist's work and
thowght can be reduced 10 a single word like pormographiy
or Maspheny? In that, he ironically succeeded. Because at
Artpark, Pauline's still untitled show had been reduced fo 2
single tmage: Bible-burning,

SHL peeded thowsands of copies of the Good Boak, and
began postering in San Francisco 1o get them; “Ever Want
10 Burn a Bible? How aboul Thousands of Bibles in Lewis-
jon, Mew York! Pauline called the poster’s style satine,
and the bock-burning symbolic, *a comment on the Chris-
1ian right, which ¢ees burn books and reconds for the same
repsons the Mawis did™

But David Midland, Arpack's president, called it "unac-
coptable” and “a breach of contract” He mever asked the
artist what be ioended, On August 10, ke simply wroe
Pauline 10 inform him that bhe had been canceled. A press
release sent oul the same day quoted Midland: “We bave
Iost conficdence in the artst and his ability 1o work with us
in a trusting and collaborative way, While Artpark does not
shy away from controversy, this is not what we expected.”
Midiand seemed particulacly upset that the poster sugpest-
ed stealing the Bibles from motels or *vour parents” house'™
because “in ceriain instances theft is 8 moral obligation.™
Asg Midland put it, “The park can't be panty o illegal acts.”

Cusator David Katzive concarred. Asked F Bible-bum-
ing personally ofended bim, Katzive replied, *T'm person-
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m.h_,.,. upsel 1hal they [SEL] forced us 10 cancel the prece. |
like their work and wanted 10 see it happen at the park, 11's
a ke hike @ dance company all of & sudden changing the
costumes or the dancers. In fact, we'd stll be peiting a
machine performance, but thev've bifllboprded it as Bible-
burning. We feel like we've been sandbapped.”

While Midland says Pauling refused to pive them any
information abaul the show, Pauline says he told Artpark
about the Bibles in late July, The poster, in fact, specified
that they be madled 1o Lewiston. Pauline thinks park offi-
cials caved i some sor of rght-wing pressure. Midlaad
says absolutely no

Artpark had already advanced the artist §19.000; Mid-
limd clagms they only wanted (o recover $7000, Bul Pag-
line, wha dide't bave a cent left after finishiog and ship-
ming Lthe machioes, says they asked him for “the money,”
They announced that they were impounding all bes equip-
ment et ey gat 11,

At ihis point the National Campaign for Freedom of
Expression (NCFE) stepped in to get Pauline a Llawyver, and
Aripark quickly et the mochines po. Bui this has become
aaother art skirmish headed for the cousts, as Pagline’s
lawyer seeks on injunction o allow bim 1o do the perfor-
mitnaze, Jov Bilverman, direcios of the KNCFE, wants arists
b boyooll Artpark and thinks Midland should resipn. “Be-
cause of what's going on in 1his couniry,” she says, “a
presenter who dees wol stand wp for artists should not be in
this business,™

Meanwhile, hack in Lewiston, 1 contacted the man whe
atarted all this when he confronted Midland with a copy of
En podter, Lewiston town supervisor Hob Wadlhinger de-
clined 10 tell me who had faxed it to him, but said, 1 falt
professionally bound to ar least show some proper authori-
ties this thing. I'ov a lictle embarrassed by the poster.” He
thowght the Bible-burning would bave shocked people—
“We're a town that doesnt even have n opool parlos”
However, T detected no particular hestility or dopma in this |
“middle American,” When be took the poster 1o Artpark,
Midland showed him SREL's tapes. *'T sar there and enjoyved
them," sad Wadlinger, He described the imagery he sow—
machines as “leashed dogs.” And be had ideas abost what
it meant, Ironically, this is probably all Pauline would ever
sk for. Someone had seen his work, and been stimulated
to think. m
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* Politica plaved 2 role, 28

“| By Pon Glynn
and Glen White
Miagara Gareftte

A Sao Francisco-based artists’ group den.
ied a chanee to perfarm at Artpack next manth
is toking its case to a federal disteict court,

"We intend to be in that park mext year,™
said Mark Pauline, artistic director of Survival
Researeh Laborator|es,

Artpark President Dovid P. Midland notified
the group Aug. 10 that its Sept. 1 performance
at the park was canceled because the artist had
changed the content of the original proposal
submitted last February,

Although Midland said he was offended by
the artist's plan to hurn Bibles op stage — a
one-minute geene in the seript — he em.
phasized the prime reason for the cancsllatian

was a “"breach of contracy

Midland explained the artist's eurrent progo.
sal was bedng hilled on the Wesl Coast 25 g
Bible burnoing, T didn't become aware of the
changes until a week ago,"” he said Wednesday.

Midland"s directlve has drawn sharp com-
ments from artlsts as well as free-speech potiv.
{sts across the country.

At the same time, he obviously hag the full
support af his major employer, the state Offiee
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preserva.
tion, the agency responsible for administering
Artpark.

“Book burning has o vlace inoart" State
Parks Commissloner Orin Ledman spid last
week. "And I don't think that Lincoln or Jeffer-
o0 would suppatt that a5 4 form af art,” the
cammizsloner added,

Lehman, stroogly sopportive of Midland's

Sunday, August 19, 1990

riists to take Artpark to court

Director of spurned group claims they’l

position, said be had talked with the Artpark
exzeutive before the parformance was
caoceted. "We leave those decisions to the indi-
vidual administrators,” Lehman said, adding
that his office does not set policy on programs
presented at Artpark, Jones Beach State Park,
and the Saratoga Performing Arts Center, all
inder the jurisdiction of the state parks depart.
ment, Aripars also is funded through the Na-
tional Herltage Trust,

“Al issue here jg the chilling effects of the
religinus right’s campalgn against freedom of
expression settling over the artistic commu-
mity,"" said Pauline. “Artpark was bound by
contract to aliow Survival Research Laborato-

‘ries camplete conteol over the method and

means of completing the serviers described. !
Pauline also said the Artpark press release

on the cancellztion was issued before his arga.

pization had any chance to respond to the

i

perform there next year

charges. "I was reaily disappointed they wasg
they handled it,”" he added.

An Albaoy attorney for the National Cam.
n.w_.mn for the Freedom of Expression will be

dndling the pending federal court setlon, Pan.
line said. The lawyer coold nat be reached for
comment,

“Ceasarship in all its forms is odious o me,
but I ean't second-guess Artpark’s decision,”
£aid Naney Post Laoge, peperal manager of
the Eenan Center st Lotkport.

Aaroa Christinia, an administrative assistant
with the Ameriean Civil Liberties Union in New
York City, said: "“The daoger here |2 that there
is too narrow a definition of what ast s, Tt is!
unfortunate that this sart of perceived group |
called the ‘religious right' is given more pawer
than they actually have.” Ms, (hristinia gaid,
“It's also unfortunate wheo an institution for
the public such as Artpark forfeits 2 chanee to
present 3 wide array af artistic expressian,
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Maschinentheater loste

bei vielen

Kriegsangst aus

Sogar Verteldigungsministerium wurde alarmiert: ,,Es fallen Bomben.™

B VON DANIELE MARCHER

Schon Tage worber wiarde in den
Medien dbeor dic Aufiihrong des
Maschinentheatlers in der Graser
Arlamdnalle inforandert, aoch ke
e zu erwartends Larnmwelle he-
richiet. Trotzdem gah e wihrend
der Proben sine Beschwendedlut
der Snrainer, doch wad s5ch wih-
rend der sametagigen Anffihning
ab=picite, Oberiraf alles.
Innerhalb wvon zwei Stunden
gingen hei der Gramer Palized nand
40 Beschowerdeanriale ein, 20 da-
won kamen gleich ither don Notnaf.
Manche Grazer ersiatieien wegen

Larmbeldstigung und sogar wegen
Korperverlstrung Anzeize, Doch
bed Bt der Hilfte der Ancuder 1o
ste die Maschinenihealer- Aulliih-
rung regelrechie Panil aus. .

SHie berichlelen den Polizisten
aufEeregt won Kriegshendhumgren

. im Norden wan Graz, behaupbeten

voll Angst, jugoslawische Kampf-
fumeeupe seien in den Grazer
Haum sinpedriengen did wiirden
man im Norden Bomben sbwerfen.
e Erklinmg der Polizmsten, «s
handle sich um eine Theateraaf-
fijhrumg, =urde von den Anrufern
als Beschwichiigung angetan.
Doch damit nicht genug: Ein

Anrainer schaltete sogar das Ver-
teidigumgsministerium  ein, 3
sich wirderm an dae [Anenmin-
sterium wandte. ez Mmesterium
in Wien kontaktierte umgehend
die Grazer Paolizei.

Diese =land obnehin mit 18
Mann bel der Arlandhalle im Ein
gate — und fiihrie dort in husdest
KMeter Eptferming LASTETIEEIN-
gen durch, Des beschtliche Ergeh
nig: 108 Dexbel Zum Verpleicly
Bei sinem extrem lauten, suffn--
sjerten Moped mit kapuattem A
puff Tzl man bes Vallgas unmit-
telbar danebenstehen, um die glei
che Lantstarke o empfinden
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AVIEy CHEERTIAH NG

Krieg“ in HaIIe & Stadt

Die SRL aus San Franciseo versetzten Samstagabend das restliche
Graz in grofiere Aufrepung als ihr Publikum in der Arlandhalle.

B VON FEIO HUTTER

Tiie cigenlliche Schlscht fand
nicht m Saale statt: In der knap
pen Dpeimertelstunde, die der
lowlere Teil der SHL-Show am
Semstagabend m der allen Ar
landhalls wiilirta, relen rumd 406
Girarer, cindge davon iifer Mot
cudf, die Podized an, Menschen, die
Frucrwerke kennen, denemn be-
stimmte Windlagen die Umbkehr-
schiibe der Jets am Gramet Tha-
Inchaf machtwnll doohnsisd s
Haue liefert, verficlen in pani-
cehie Gedanken.

¥1. was aher bepals fach vor
O™ By uberans disziplinierics
Publibum, slwa Z5H Menschen,
darunter wviels sus Slowenien,
dragile sich sardinendicht im in-
dustricilen: Huaneneelionde. Be
richterssatter  der  Thnulschen
Presse Agenlur, der Sudoeu-
srhiet: der FAT. der Derliner
Mormenpo=1,  des  kroatischen
Fernsehens ele, waren angrosiss
Sehbifleeh war o5 due Preners
der kalifornaschen  Sureival Tie
suarch [abhoralories"
rl.ﬂu'.s-:.1.:|'|r.-'.:'-h1gr11 Fam.
Drpses Thealer, dessen Hﬁ!-:'-'-
dlaretells l::.'ull'lrtrlﬁ-.'.'r'-.l.'l.' SRR
puterpesieuerte Maschinen sin

Gwt geruster Eim SRI-Tesucher
am Samslagaberal in {Graz

war bisher verzugsaese aul' gri=
Gen Freilachsen suringe.

Dw Hallen-Enge haben SHL
benn apch nichl brwdltigt

Dize ersion Minuten friedvoller
Eoexislenx Wesen wie Inch
warm, Walking Maclune, Hip
Arm vermitiellen sine klare Sio
ry. Alshald prffen AgaTessaren
wie Sk Barrel, Shaker wnd die

=natap

zel -". 1T,
durch daese hlich das [nferoo aus

e DT

dem Kopf grsporrl; nar ddie Toll
kidhnen in den ersten Heldwn

wipdeny  peitweise  wan don
Sohalbwellen umpeworfen Dew

yon einer  steperangsumfihigen
Maschime allarkiesl

Es gab sehr imlensive Bilder
Wepnn etwa die V 1 eme Fonstor
framt zamt threm birrgeclichen
Blumentipfen  wnier  Fraer
et 15t dag eine drastisch i
viale: Metapher, Und wenn der
dariiberschwebends Kran den
einen oder anderen Koenuatfan-
Lo leurzfrastiy hochhuebt, wm ihn
arst wieder auszulassen, kuno
man schon an die besclrankte
Mlachl cder UNC denken,

Drama. Ater die stete gleichze:
lipge Praseng alier Maschinen, dis
Wipderholung der Abiaafe ol
dar abrupte Schlub lisben keme
spannendes Tramatwgie 7. Am
Ende war man sich dessen -
clyer, was man =ingangs nur gy
abhimt huatte: SR ir Hast
ler mls Trahnenkar
Emudion upnd Drama seloel
auf Techndk, Und sl *l'r\-!:r. du

milt exakl i g
=

chanstischen '"-|. 1l
das xu koalisiesen
v Eel=n

B L5
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SURVIVAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES IN AMSTERDAM

Molens zin weerbarstig

Tijdens de perspresentatie van
een voorstelling waarasn veertig
mensen twee welken hebben
gewerkt, vioog een enkeling van
schrik onder de stoel, Werd de
nirsmijter van her Zomerfestijn
echt zo erg? Over de
roesthestripding van Mark
Pauline.

PLAN FOR B0CFAL IMPROVE-
MENT based om aedisrsg complere
Fromy remroran of sacipy war
bdina nict doorpegaan. De Busopess premi-
re vis 5 Aowrikaamse thearsespeinade]
van de Swrrival Reeech Laoberaworio b
uipslopen in de open Tuche
moren plistshehhen, maar her
Zondagavond wes &t lastsie Jans. hele
dag regen, mesr e half war wodr asmvang
phomide plorsilige oo mde zom zan de sln-
der =n bk d= bachr baven de SuTimameka-

I ScHTLDER

ds in het Amrsierdamse hevengehisd open,
Wondesiske regie. [stussen werden nies ver

D fAimerkaaese publicireir oves Bel werk
win SRL., ten jaar geledan s Califienmie op-
gericht door Mad Ponw, hed nieuwsgic-
53 gremmmaks, Br oou sprake Tin van geves-

ot de Fucker [l Gaeg, 20 enpdbeads
e de welpesinlden in Flonda onsengeniss

momenren. bezorgde. Hij wes gefocingsnd
door techniek, wolgde eea nsmanpleating in
Flogida, verook pasr San Feesclesn en
michite SRL op. A Sav Frascies Asey peid-
dier ez York, kopin de e York Timer azam
i wrravomel van men opreden. Tackasdan-
cal Wach Docor, chreed een amder Clad,
erwid een dende het bod over Weeedr of
Eﬁ.ﬂ.ﬁdtﬂ-&ﬂvi:ll:u-ﬂ'r.‘jmj‘l:ﬂﬁn‘.‘_

*

Bowen de kade wondr ket langriam donksr,
em Bt michr op her ‘spesiviik” wardl cotnn-
men donr een resml hroine goederenwranng
e dicgem habien an chasrrale wearde al
tipdens eerdere Fomerfer|n-sooraclingen
bewezen = N3, noon wepdeenl). Ruim e
wur e Laar Mnken o imeess i ziska et 6 ke-
wrging be komen. Esn groep o= ver asar va-
ren grepwn toeschouerens desns emug als
oo vervardijke vlammenoes niy eon wEgnn
wchiet.

We Den eem choorisch termein, miet was
eiarties, sen soom kerk an een i olisvi-




